Web Feature 5-1:  Rentals and Other Expenses for a Reception at a Private Home

· Tables.  You’ll need to figure out according to your seating plan if you want 60” round tables which will hold 8-10 people, or 72” round tables which will hold 10-12 people.  You might want to consider a 40” round as a sweetheart table for the bride and groom.  A general rule of thumb is that you need 10 square feet for each table in the room, to allow room for chairs, guests, and wait staff.

· Chairs.  You can rent folding chairs or ballroom style chairs, at different levels of quality.  For example, some chairs can have hard metal seats, while others can have padded seats.  You’ll need to figure out which chairs both fit into your budget and create the impression you want.  

· Tablecloths.  Tablecloths come in polyester, a polyester/cotton blend, or all-cotton.  To create the look you want, you may also have a ‘table topper’ – an additional cloth, usually in a color, which goes over the base tablecloth.

· Dishes for all courses.  

· Flatware for all courses, including salad fork, dinner fork, soup spoon, butter knife, steak knife, teaspoon, and dessert fork.

· Drinking glasses for water, wine (red and white), champagne, and drinks from the bar (soda, mixed drinks, martinis, red and white wine), and so on.  Figure at least four or five glasses per person.  Your guests will use possibly two glasses during the cocktail hour and two or three glasses during dinner.

· A tent (if the party is held outside).

· A dance floor.

· Caterer’s supplies.  The caterer might need platters, sterling silver serving trays, chafing dishes, serving spoons and forks, salt and pepper shakers, grated cheese jars, soup tureen (if being served), coffee urns, and other serving pieces.  They will also need tables for serving the food, which should be covered with tablecloths and possibly bunting, and tables to do prep work in the kitchen.  And don’t forget large garbage cans.

· Bar Set-up.  See Web Features 6-1 and 6-2 for a list of bar supplies and beverages.

· Security.  Depending on the size and location of your wedding, you might need to check with your local police department to find out if you need a police officer to direct traffic on the street.  

· Valet.  If you don’t have enough parking spaces in your driveway or on your property, check into a valet company that will figure out a location to put the added cars.  If you’re planning on allowing cars to park on your lawn, make sure the valets know where your septic tank is, as the weight of a car parked on top can damage your septic tank.  

· Furniture inside home.  You may unfortunately have stormy weather, which might drive your guests inside.  You’ll then have to seat them inside your home.  This can be very difficult if you don’t have large rooms.  All the furniture will have to be removed and put somewhere in a safe place.  And all of this might have to be done the day before, depending on the weather forecast.

· Delivery of rentals.  Someone will need to be home to accept delivery of all the rented items and to be sure everything you ordered is delivered.  Then someone will need to be home when everything is picked up, usually a day or two after the event.  All rented items will have to be accounted for.

· Caterer.  Read Chapter 6 in the book about working with a caterer.  The caterer is responsible for having the tables and chairs set up, cleaned off at the end of the wedding, and ready for pickup the next day.  The dishes and glasses do not need to be washed in your dishwasher; the rental company takes care of that.  But if you leave dishes with food deposits on them outside your house, you may attract unwanted animals, including raccoons, deer, or bears.

· Spraying the lawn.  Consider having your lawn and bushes sprayed in the early morning of the day of the wedding.  Natural organic pest control firms can spray your lawn with no harm to plants and guests.  The spray will create a barrier around your property, keeping out mosquitoes, ticks, and gnats.  The sprays do not keep out bees and flies, though.  You might consider discretely hanging bee traps and fly paper around the property. 

